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essential. Furthermore, he was bound to a policy of Fabianism because the nation had come to acquiesce in the Liberal and Socialist policies of his predecessors. The application of these policies by force had killed the principled Conservative opposition of before the War and obliterated the traditions on which that opposition was based. Mr. Baldwin was pledged to adopt the middle class morals of the Liberal Party and most of the hallucinations of Socialist theory. That was the position which those who expected high statesmanship of the Prime Minister can hardly have visualised.
The irony of the election on the tactical plane was the personal triumph of Mr. Baldwin over both external and internal forces.   During his term in opposition, there had been a definite movement within the ranks to restore the fallen leaders of the Coalition.  Had the plot been successful a "centre'*  or anti-Socialist party would have  emerged. This party of the "centre/* would undoubtedly have enjoyed immense power; it would have forestalled the National Government,  and could have been trusted to have done all the incalculable harm that the National Government, which is a panic coalition,  cannot now  achieve.   At  the time Sir Robert Home would have been Prime Minister. It has been said that Mr.  Winston  Churchill and Lord Birkenhead would have held prominent positions and that Mr. Lloyd George might once again have found his way into power.   The nature of such an administration as this can be  easily imagined.    Dignified  statesmanship   would have disappeared from public life and Mr,  Baldwin and the Conservative Party would have retired to the inarticulate seclusion of the provinces.   It is difficult now to contemplate a second round of "big" politics on an American scale,  and an  attempted  orgy  of  economic  imperialism. England  could not  again have  survived those  too  able statesmen who achieved with Coalition money what their unfortunate predecessors had never been able to   afford, and who careered into high places to satisfy the Abraham